October 15, 2008

Dear Director of Forensics:

It is our pleasure to invite you and your team to the annual Sierra Speech Meet to be held Saturday, November 15, 2008.  We would encourage you to respond early.  Once again we intend to have three rounds of all events breaking to finals.  All events will run concurrently if possible. Final registration will be held from 7:00 a.m. to 7:30 a.m. on tournament day.

The LD TOPIC will be split between Varsity and Novice.

Novices may continue to debate:

Resolved: It is morally permissible to kill one innocent person to save the lives of more    innocent people. (Sept./Oct.)

Varsity (or novices who wish to compete with the varsity) will debate the new topic:

Resolved: In a democratic society, felons ought to retain the right to vote. (Nov./Dec.)

Public Forum will debate the November NFL topic.

Resolved: That the United States government should implement universal health care modeled after the French system.

C.X. Topic

Resolved: The United States federal government should substantially increase alternative energy incentives in the United States.

ENTRIES

The size of YOUR TEAM IS LIMITED BY THE JUDGES YOU ARE ABLE TO PROVIDE. You may bring up to nine students yourself.  Additional entries are allowed up to four in an event provided you can cover each six-event entries and each set of four LD entries or each of 2 CX teams with additional critics.  CRITICS YOU BRING ARE PAID.  You may request additional slots, but these are NOT GUARANTEED.  We will hire as many good critics as we can, but it is best to be safe and secure your own!

REGISTRATION

The deadline for returning the preliminary registration is November 8, 2008.  I would prefer if you E-MAIL ALL the information (jborst@hsd2.org ) or register at www.speechmeets.com  

Of course, you can drop it in the mail if need be.  Since it is early in the year, be as accurate as possible but we will accept phone or e-mail drops OR ADDS on or before November 12th.  Fees will be based on the November 12th totals.

EVENTS - NO DOUBLING ALLOWED!

Included will be all CHSAA events.  Events will include combined Novice and Open CX Debate (with separate awards for the best novice teams), Novice and Open LD Debate, Original Oratory, Dramatic, Humorous and Poetic Interpretation, Duo Interp, and a combined Extemp.  Students will draw from either national or foreign questions so they can concentrate their files in one area. Orations may not be read from a manuscript; they must be delivered from memory 

OR…students could try something new…keep reading….

WE OFFER RADIO BROADCASTING – 

Students will be given a section of the newspaper for preparation for a news show.  This draw will take place in the Library in conjunction with the extemp draw at 5 minute staggered intervals.   They will then have 30 minutes to cut (literally if they like – bring scissors and tape!) a 5-minute news show complete with SIGN ON and SIGN OFF and a 30 second COMMERCIAL for ANYTHING they choose.  

After the preparation time is nearly over, they will go to the room and wait to be asked to come in (like extemp).  The judge will invite them to sit at a table facing the critic.  The critic, however, will HAVE HIS/HER BACK to the contestant.  Each will have a stopwatch.  When the student is ready they will indicate so to the judge and timing begins with the first words (sign on).   The critic at their discretion will penalize students who fail to fill 4 minutes and 50 seconds or go beyond 5 minutes.  

WE ALSO HAVE IMPROMPTU-See the CHSAA handbook for full description.

Each of these events will receive trophies just as the current CHSAA events.

AFTER NORMAL ROUNDS:

Two “light” supplementary events will run during finals and will be judged by Sierra students.  Competitors may choose between Tag Team Extemp or Impromptu Duet.  Tag Team Extemp has students divide in teams of three (different schools can mix or match!).  Each team will be given a humorous topic and have 30 minutes to prepare their presentation.  Each student must speak and each should have approximately the same proportion of the 9-minute presentation.   Impromptu Duet students will pair up with another and will be given a tag line that must be used at some point in their 5-7 minute presentation.  They will have 30 minutes to plan their scene.

FEES

The fee will be $8 per student.  The fee for supplementary events is $2.00 CASH per student to be paid at the supplemental events registration following third round.  If possible, please bring the fees with you to the meet.  Checks should be payable to Sierra High School Forensics.

JUDGING

Please include the name of your school's non-paid judge (you may wish to judge yourself or I may ask you to help in some other way) and all other PAID critics you WILL be bringing.  Although we prefer certified critics, this is an appropriate forum for judges to learn as well as competitors.  Paid critics will be compensated at the rate of $6.00 per round.  All critics and coaches must check in at the judges’ table.  Coaches bringing debaters must have at least one Debate critic.  All coaches are on standby to judge if needed.

AWARDS

Trophies will be awarded to first, second, and third place contestants in all events.  Both members of team events will receive their own award.   All other finalist will receive ribbons.  Ribbons will also be given to many students who achieve excellent and superior performances. Supplementary winners will receive ribbons.

MEALS

Coaches and critics will be fed!  Students may purchase a variety of items from our snack bar and/or fast food restaurants within walking distance.

SCHEDULE

The exact time of rounds will be posted and distributed at registration; this will be based on the number of entries in each event.  Finals will be held after three preliminary rounds in events where numbers merit them.  We will have the awards ceremony by 6:00 p.m. OR SOONER.

Thank you,

Jeff Borst, Katie Smith and the Sierra Forensic Team

PRELIMINARY REGISTRATION

SIERRA SPEECH MEET - NOVEMBER 15, 2008
Send to:
Jeff Borst




Due Date:  November 8, 2008

Sierra High School 





www.speechmeets.com
2250 Jet Wing Drive





e-mail:  jborst@hsd2.org
Colorado Springs, CO 80916 
                       


FAX Number 719-579-2536

School _________________________    Coach in attendance____________________________ Phone__________________________    e-mail_______________________________________

EVENT


NUMBER OF ENTRIES

NUMBER OF STUDENTS

Original Oratory


_____________ contestants

Extemp


      
_____________ contestants

Drama


      

_____________ contestants

Humor


      

_____________ contestants

Poetry


      

_____________ contestants

Duo Interp     
____________ teams
or___________ contestants

Radio Broadcasting                              ____________ contestants

Impromptu



_____________ contestants

OPEN CX
____________ teams
or___________ contestants 

NOVICE CX  ____________ teams
or___________ contestants



LD DEBATE
                                        ___________ contestants

Novice LD DEBATE 

     
_____________ contestants

Public Forum _____________ teams or___________ contestants

                  Total number of competitors__________ x $8.00 = _____________TOTAL DUE

JUDGING INFORMATION

Name of school judge or worker (not paid)________________________________

As a coach, where would you like to assist? 

  Judges Table         Tab        Extemp Draw         Ballots          Event Judge              Debate judge

Names of other qualified critics who YOU ARE BRINGING (one per each 6 contestants in events or each 4 LD or each 2 CX team above nine)  


______________________________________  Phone_________________________

______________________________________  Phone_________________________

______________________________________  Phone_________________________


______________________________________  Phone_________________________

PLEASE CALL IN OR E-mail DROPS OR REQUESTS ADDITIONS BY NOVEMBER 12th 719-579-2541
FINAL EVENT REGISTRATION - DUE AT SIERRA

SIERRA SPEECH MEET - NOVEMBER 15, 2008

School ________________________________







Coach in attendance_____________________________

Please print or type names clearly  - Note that each competitor (team) will have a NUMERIC CODE given to you at registration.  Please be sure your listing for “OO A” matches our number assigned to “OO A” etc.

Original Oratory

A. __________________________________
C. _________________________________                            

B. __________________________________           D. _________________________________

Extemp

A. __________________________________
C. _________________________________                            

B. __________________________________           D. _________________________________

Drama

A. __________________________________
C. _________________________________                            

B. __________________________________           D ._________________________________

Humor

A. __________________________________
C. _________________________________                            

B. __________________________________           D. _________________________________

Radio Broadcasting

A. __________________________________
C. _________________________________                            

B. __________________________________           D. _________________________________

Impromptu 

A. ___________________________________         C. _________________________________                            

B. ______________________________________    D._________________________________

Poetry

A. ___________________________________         C. _________________________________                            

B. ______________________________________    D._________________________________

Public Forum (November NFL Topic)

A. _________________&___________________
C. ________________&________________                            

B. _________________&_________________        D.________________&________________

Duo Interp

A. ________________&___________________      C. ______________&__________________                            

B. ________________&____________________    D.________________&________________

Varsity LD Debate (Nov/Dec Topic)

A. ___________________________________
C. _________________________________                            

B. ___________________________________
D._________________________________

Novice LD Debate (Sept/Oct Topic)

A. ___________________________________
C. _________________________________                            

B. ___________________________________
D._________________________________

CX Debate OPEN

A. ________________&________________
C. ________________&________________                            

B. ________________&________________   
D.________________&________________

CX Debate Novice (remember they will compete with varsity but will have separate awards)

A. ________________&________________
B. _______________&_________________                            

