Event rules will be as follows:


Public Forum Debate-  Public Forum Debate is designed to appeal to an audience of "lay judges" with no background in the rules of Public Forum debate or debate theory. This was designed to make the format of Public Forum debate more accessible to the general public. Rounds are typically judged by an adult, often an assistant coach, parent of a competitor, or a member of the community. In a typical one-day tournament, each team will debate four rounds. In two-day tournaments, each team usually debates six preliminary rounds with possible outrounds. Judges decide the rounds based on which team they feel has better convinced them of their side and has made the better arguments. Unlike Public Forum's relatives, Lincoln-Douglas and Policy Debate, the winner of the debate should not be weighed on "technical merit" alone.
The debate topic shall be a current national question or current topic. Public Forum Debate focuses on advocacy of a position de​rived from the issues presented in the resolution. The Pub​lic Forum topic is written by the hosting coach.  

Team: A Public Forum Debate team consists of two students debating both sides of the question. 

Prompting Philosophy: Oral prompting, except time signals, either by the speaker's colleague or by any other person while the debater has the floor, is discouraged, though not prohibited, and may be penalized by some judges. Debaters may, however, refer to their notes and materials and may consult with their teammate while they do not have the floor or during Public Forum Grand Crossfire. 

Reading Case and/or Plan: A team may decide, when asked by the opponent team for a copy of their case and/or plan, whether or not to provide it; if the team refuses, they shall not be penalized in anyway.  

Responsibilities of teams reading evidence
The team is responsible for the validity of all evidence they read in the debate. 

 In all rounds of debate, all debaters shall orally deliver during each round complete citations for each piece of evidence introduced to include the name of the author, qualifications, complete title of source (E. G. title of book not chapter; title of journal, not article), and complete date. Online sources must also in​clude the title of the site, database, or access point, the date accessed and the web address. Should two or more quotations be used from the same source, the complete citation need be given only for the first piece of evidence used from that source. 

Responsibilities of teams challenging evidence.
 Indictments or protests of the validity of evidence must be made on substantive grounds.

The Debate Process: 
Public Forum Debate begins with what is known as the "coin toss," in which one team tosses a coin and the other team calls it. The debaters of the team that wins the coin toss are allowed to choose from two options - either decide which side they want to represent (either the "pro" side, for the resolution, or the "opp" side, against the resolution) or whether they want to speak first or second. After the coin toss winners make a selection, the other team is allowed to choose from the remaining option. In Forum Debate, the proposition, or affirmative, side does not necessarily speak first.
After sides and speaking order have been decided, the debate begins with the first team's first four-minute constructive speech. In this speech, one of the members of the team gives arguments either for or against the resolution, depending on which side the team is speaking for. Strictly speaking, the rules of Public Forum Debate dictate that when debaters speak (both for speeches and crossfire), they should face forward towards the judge, usually from behind a podium or standing alone. However, it is customary for debaters to remain seated and face each other during crossfire, in violation of this rule, provided that the judge for that round and/or the tournament director chooses to allow it. Next, the other side is permitted to give its first four-minute constructive speech in which not only arguments may be presented, but rebuttals to arguments from the first speech as well. However, rebuttals are typically not presented until a team's second constructive, and are in fact frowned upon, and the first constructive generally consists exclusively of prepared material.

Following this speech, the first speaker from the first team joins the first speaker from the second team at the podium and the first three-minute "crossfire" begins. The first speaker begins crossfire by asking a question to the second speaker. In crossfire, the two debaters directly ask each other questions and answer questions of their opponent. Crossfire may be used, like cross-examination, to ask revealing questions in an attempt to expose a weakness in the opponents' arguments, but it is often used as a way to further develop and attack arguments through discourse.

After crossfire, the second speaker (the one that has not spoken yet) of the first team gives another four-minute constructive speech in which he or she generally attempts to rebut the entire case of his or her oppenent. Then, the second speaker of the second team gives a four-minute constructive speech following this same format. Following this speech, another three-minute crossfire ensues.

The first speaker of the first team then gives a two-minute summary speech of the debate, which includes further rebuttal of the opponents case and reiteration of the first team's case, and the first speaker of the second team does the same. After this speech, all four debaters participate in "Grand Crossfire" sitting down. Grand Crossfire is similar to crossfire except that all four debaters can ask and answer questions of each other. The speaker that gave the first summary speech begins Grand Crossfire by asking the first question.

After Grand Crossfire, each team's second speaker has a chance to give a one-minute speech called the "Final Focus," the first team giving this speech first. This speech is also referred to commonly as "The Last Shot," a holdover from the event's earlier days. In the Final Focus , the speaker is given one last chance to explain exactly why his or her team has won the round. No new arguments are allowed in the Final Focus. This speech is often the determining factor for a judge's decision in a closely contested round, as it allows the judge to hear which arguments/evidence each team views as the most important to his or her case, and summarizes the entire debate. Bringing in new evidence or new arguements is not allowed in this speech.
Prose-  Prose expresses thought through language recorded in sentences and paragraphs: fiction (short stories, novels) and non-fiction (articles, essays, journals, biographies).  During the presentation the contestant must name the author and the book or magazine from which the cutting was made. 
Selections: Only published, printed works may be used. No plays or other dramatic materials may be used. In Prose a student may not use the same source s/he used in Duo, Dramatic or Humorous at any IDEA/NJFL tournament. Adaptations of television skits or other non-published material are prohibited.
Time: Presentations shall not last more than seven minutes. Other than brief overtime may be penalized. 

Presentation: Performances must be from a manuscript (which will be in a folder). Reading from a book or magazine is not permitted. 

Focus: In Prose, use of focal points and/or direct contact with the audience should be deter​mined by the requirements of the literature being interpreted
Poetry-  Poetry is writing which expresses ideas, experi​ence, or emotion through the creative arrangement of words according to their sound, their rhythm, their meaning. Po​etry may rely on verse and stanza form. During the presentation the contestant must name the author and the book or magazine from which the cutting was made. 
Selections: Only published, printed works may be used. No plays or other dramatic materials may be used. In Poetry a student may not use the same source s/he used in Duo, Dramatic or Humorous at any IDEA/NJFL tournament. Students may use one poem or multiple poems in their selection.  

Time: Presentations shall not last more than seven minutes. Other than brief overtime may be penalized. 

Presentation: Performances must be from a manuscript (which may be in a folder). Reading from a book or magazine is not permitted. 

Focus: In Poetry, use of focal points and/or direct contact with the audience should be deter​mined by the requirements of the literature being interpreted
Dramatic Interpretation-  Each selection is presented as memorized selections without the use of physical objects, script or costume. Presentation shall not exceed 10 min​utes. 

Selections: Selections used in these contests shall be cuttings from published, printed novels, short stories, plays or poetry. No school publications or recorded material that is not printed and published is acceptable. Adapta​tions may be made for the purpose of transition. Mono​logues are acceptable in Dramatic Interpre​tation.

During the presentation the contestant must name the author and the book or magazine from which the cutting was made. Adaptations of television skits or other non-published material are prohibited.
Cutting: A cutting must be from a single work of literature: one story, or one play, or one novel.  

Focus: In Dramatic Interpretation, use of focal points and/or direct contact with the audience should be deter​mined by the requirements of the literature being interpreted
Hu​morous Interpretation-  Each selection is presented as memorized selections without the use of physical objects, script or costume. Presentation shall not exceed 10 min​utes. 

Selections: Selections used in these contests shall be cuttings from published, printed novels, short stories, plays or poetry. No school publications or recorded material that is not printed and published is acceptable. Adapta​tions may be made for the purpose of transition. Mono​logues are acceptable in Humorous Interpre​tation.

During the presentation the contestant must name the author and the book or magazine from which the cutting was made. Adaptations of television skits or other non-published material are prohibited.
Cutting: A cutting must be from a single work of literature: one story, or one play, or one novel.  Selections from a single book that includes several stories such as "The Stinky Cheese Man" by John Scieszka, are acceptable.

Focus: In Humorous Interpretation, use of focal points and/or direct contact with the audience should be deter​mined by the requirements of the literature being interpreted

Duo Interpretation-   each selection is presented as memorized selections and without the use of physical objects or costume. Presentation shall not exceed 10 min​utes. 

Selections: Selections used shall be cuttings from published, printed novels, short stories, plays or poetry. No school publications or recorded material that is not printed and published is unacceptable. Adapta​tions may be made for the purpose of transition. In Duo Interpretation each of the two performers may play one or more characters, so long as performance responsibility in the cutting remains as balanced as possible. [If the selection  contains narration, either or both of the performers may present the narration. During the presentation the contestant/team must name the author and the book or magazine from which the cutting was made. 

Cutting: A cutting must be from a single work of literature: one story, or one play, or one novel or one book of stories.  In Duo Interpretation, focus may be direct during the introduction and the performers may look at each other during the introduction only.  The focus should be  indirect [off-stage] during the performance itself unless the piece required the team to interact with the audience.   

Impromptu -  Impromptu topics will include proverbs, abstract words, events, quotations, famous people, and children's stories. 

Drawing: Five minutes before the round is to begin, the first speaker shall draw three topics (or one item for T.V. commercial), choose one, and return the slip to the draw room representative. The other contestants shall draw in like manner, in the order of speaking order or in order that they arrive in the draw room.  The same list of topics shall be used for the drawing by each section. A different subject area will be used for each round.  The subjects may include impromptu speaking, impromptu storytelling, and impromptu T.V. commercial.

Preparation: As soon as a topic or item (for T.V commercial) is chosen, the contestant shall withdraw and prepare a speech without consultation and without references to prepared notes.  No electrical retrieval device may be used, 

Recuse: A student may not leave the Impromptu prep room without permission of the proctor. Notes: Students may use one note card during the presentation. 

Time: There is NO minimum qualifying time, but the contes​tant must cover the subject adequately. Maximum time is five minutes. 

T. V. Commercial special instructions: Students will be given a choice of three products or objects and will have a total of two minutes to select one and prepare a sale commercial. The commercial should give the name of the product, sales price, and way(s) to purchase. The commercial should be entertaining and may be extremely exaggerated.  
